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FURTHER DISCOVERIES AT PETRA. 

Editor of the "Biblical World": 

We have just been reading Professor Robinson's article "The High 
Place at Petra in Edom "* on the spot itself, and both Professor William 
Libbey and I are convinced that the altars, pools, and stairways are an 
ancient piece of work and most certainly intended for the purposes of 
worship. We are spending more time here than most travelers can 
afford, and have looked carefully around the whole peak, and Professor 
Libbey carries away a whole series of new photographs. His experi- 
ence as a student of geographical and geological phenomena will add 
weight to his view that the rock summit and its cuttings are certainly 
of very great age ; for, while all Petra is cut into the lower strata of 
the friable red and white sandstone, this particular peak reaches in its 
summit the harder shaly strata which appear everywhere in the plateau 
and mountains round about, lying just below the limestone and lava 
and other rocks deposited above the sandstone. This fact alone 
explains the preservation of this monument of antiquity, for had it been 
hewn in the crumbling sandstone of the city below, it would not have 
been distinguishable after the lapse of so many centuries. This layer 
of ironstone shale has acted as a roof to the whole peak. There is 
plenty of crumbling red sandstone two hundred yards away and only 
some fifty or sixty feet lower down, but the cap in which this " high place " 
is preserved is of hard ironstone shale. Comparing the weathering on 
this rock with the thousand other ancient buildings and cuttings in 
Syria, there can be no doubt as to the very great antiquity of this 
record of past ages. 

As to the outlook from this peak, it is sublime and worthy of a place 
among the noted mountains of the Bible and marvelously fitted to stir 
within the human heart those emotions which have ever found their 
rightful vent in worship of powers far above all things human. 

As to location, it is much more central than other explorers have 
realized. We climbed by grotto stairways from the " Treasury of 

'See the Biblical World, January, 1901. 
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Pharaoh" 2 and came to the pillars ("mazzebah") from the east by what 
was surely a fine road from that quarter of the city. The "high 
place" is immediately above the amphitheater, and no doubt a road or 
staircases also came that way. Another road came up from the city west 
of the amphitheater, and still another larger and easier one from the 
southwest, so that the " high place " was in the city and accessible from all 
sides. We noticed also that the east pillar was plainly visible from the 
northwest portion, the finest part of the ancient city. For if one looks 
from near or in front of the "Corinthian Tomb," the east pillar stands 
out conspicuously alone against the eastern sky just as a church steeple 
in any Christian city. 

On our way down we saw three inscriptions, two> of which have 
been copied by Briinnow, and beside one of them a rude cutting of an 
altar with steps leading up to it, not a bad representation of the altar 
of the "high place" to which the road undoubtedly leads. Away 
down the western outlet of the stream, an hour below the ancient city, 
we saw one hundred feet up on a cliff in the quarries another representa- 
tion of an altar with two trees beside it. Such ancient cuttings might 
well be interpreted as pointing to the chief claim to fame for the earliest 
city in this valley, viz., the existence of this "high place" and center of 
worship. 

Two days later we discovered a second high place with all its acces- 
sories, of which I hope to send you drawings and photographs very 

soon. 

F. E. Hoskins. 
Beirut, Syria. 

2 See the Biblical World, frontispiece, November, iqoi. 



